
Living Into Right Relations –  February 2022

Hello,

January was a month that continued to remind us to pay attention to what has happened
and is happening with/to Indigenous children. The recent revelation of 93 graves at
Williams Lake and the current work being done at the Mohawk Institute are reminders that
the past lives with us and that the TRC Calls to Action provide invaluable guidance for the
future. The Agreement in Principle signed on Jan 4 by the Federal Government, First
Nations Child and Family Caring Society (FNCFCS), and the Assembly of First Nations
(AFN) is potentially a hopeful step forward. Section 1 below includes some media
coverage of this as well as ideas for support related to Indigenous children. Please note
especially Have a Heart Day which is coming up on Feb 14. This could be a way to remind
the Federal Government that we are watching and do not want this to lose momentum,
focus or integrity.

Take good care and take in these glorious winter days,

Nancy
(nancydykstra@gmail.com) note: the PDF version is always attached. I find it easier to read!

1. The Agreement in Principle on compensation and long-term reform of
First Nations child and family services and Jordan's Principle. Here are
some articles and ideas for support.

a. News articles and press releases
i. Jan 4 Cdn Gov't press release
ii. Jan 4 CBC coverage
iii. Jan 15 APTN coverage - what comes next?
iv. Jan 18 APTN interview with Cindy Blackstock

b. Supportive action
i. Learn about and support The First Nations Child and Family Caring Society
(FNCFCS)

ii. Specifically check out their What You Can Do section
iii. Feb 14 FNCFCS Have a Heart Day 10th year - includes ideas for

teachers/families
a. Have a Heart Day ideas for churches: United Church

2. Land Back
a. O:se Kenhionhata:tie - read their Facebook posts. Some recent posts relate to:

i.Name change for Camp K - news and discussion

https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/williams-lake-first-nation-in-b-c-finds-93-possible-burial-sites-at-former-residential-school/?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=d572f75cfa-LIRR_220126&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&goal=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&mc_cid=d572f75cfa&mc_eid=07fc2e0153
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/mohawk-institute-records-1.6328001
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
mailto:nancydykstra@gmail.com
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2022/01/agreements-in-principle-reached-on-compensation-and-long-term-reform-of-first-nations-child-and-family-services-and-jordans-principle.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/first-nations-child-welfare-agreements-in-principle-1.6302636
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/what-comes-next-for-the-child-welfare-compensation-deal-here-are-some-of-the-answers/
https://www.aptnnews.ca/facetoface/governments-need-to-stop-politicizing-the-lives-of-first-nations-children-says-cindy-blackstock/?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=d572f75cfa-LIRR_220126&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&goal=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&mc_cid=d572f75cfa&mc_eid=07fc2e0153
https://fncaringsociety.com/about-us
https://fncaringsociety.com/what-you-can-do
https://fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart
https://united-church.ca/news/have-heart-day-february-14-0?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=d572f75cfa-LIRR_220126&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&goal=0_53a49c9e28-d572f75cfa-188733453&mc_cid=d572f75cfa&mc_eid=07fc2e0153
https://www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie
https://www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie/posts/501360641635781


ii.Partnership with GRCA - challenges

b. 1492 Land Back Lane - read their facebook posts
Supportive actions -

i. Friday Lunches for 1492 LandBack Lane - Our next delivery date: Feb. 11.
Cash donations can be made through Parkminster United Church. Please
identify your donation as 1492 LandBack Lane. We had wonderful response in
2021 and have used up a lot of our funds, so cash donations are very welcome.
For more info or to lend a hand contact me at nancydykstra@gmail.com.
Thank you!

ii.Support their legal defense fund

c. Arrowdale Reclamation -
i. Jan 5 Turtle Island News City of Brantford installs concrete barrier at former
Arrowdale golf course land defenders leave site

ii. Jan 13 CBC Six Nations man in Brantford, Ont., golf course occupation faces
charges related to land-claim protest

d. I try to keep this newsletter local, but also recognize that the Land Back issues are
interconnected. If you’re interested in supporting Wet’suwet’en Land defenders here
is a site you can look into. Thank you, Adrienne Barret Hofman.

3. Learning at home and events
a. Nations Uniting Sharing Circle - To join their events and be part of their mailing list

contact Rhonda Johns at nations.uniting@gmail.com.

b. Feb 1 - April 22, Unmasking, Breathing, Moving Forward Martin Luther University
College - WLU Represented in this art exhibit are three young artists affiliated with
Music for the Spirit*:  Thomas Anderson, Ashley Cattrysse and Steve Johnson.

* Beginning in  2014 as an initiative of the Indigenous Anglican Church on Six
Nations of the Grand River, Music for the Spirit has provided a summer day camp
(pre-COVID) and in-person or online after-school programs offering music and
visual arts instruction to children and youth aged 9 to 14.   Key to its mission are
"youth leaders who share their music and visual arts skills, building a community of
young people who are resilient and knowledgeable about their cultural identity and
ways to express feelings and dreams for the future”.

Feb 13 opening event, including jazz music and artist talks, requires
pre-registration Thank you, Beverly McNabb and Mary Thompson.

c. Feb 9, 1p.m. Webinar Series - Stealing the Earth I just learned about this series.
I’m wondering if their earlier discussions are available after the fact. It looks like a
good in-depth series about the Doctrine of Discovery.  Thank you, Henriette
Thompson.

d. Feb 9, Feb 23, March 9, 7p.m. Mohawk Institute Virtual tours. Click the date for
a link to tickets: Feb 9 Feb 23 March 9

https://www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie/posts/492511492520696
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/waterloo-kitchener-camp-k-name-change-indigenous-community-1.6325472?__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar&fbclid=IwAR3IQ4FELGBx6LVAuuYrafV0LLgRoxK_omBwKi9lC_8O4rm2UJj6rE8dHDM
https://www.facebook.com/1492LandBackLane/
http://www.parkuc.ca/
mailto:nancydykstra@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/legal-fund-1492-land-back-lane?fbclid=IwAR0HrX8GdnpMp0sw2Oo2HF45TLTqSfq8DzAnivlkDEVnf7lhR3l-jUfwPlI
https://theturtleislandnews.com/index.php/2022/01/05/city-of-brantford-installs-concrete-barrier-at-former-arrowdale-golf-course-land-defenders-leave-site/
https://theturtleislandnews.com/index.php/2022/01/05/city-of-brantford-installs-concrete-barrier-at-former-arrowdale-golf-course-land-defenders-leave-site/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/arrowdale-brantford-occupation-arrest-1.6313320
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/arrowdale-brantford-occupation-arrest-1.6313320
https://surjtoronto.com/solidarity-funds?link_id=6&can_id=bc26b8732e2bf75d6b7c275b2ae8d2ca&source=email-action-blast-january-26-join-us-in-taking-anti-racist-action-this-week&email_referrer=email_1429029&email_subject=action-blast-february-2-join-us-in-taking-anti-racist-action-this-week
http://www.nationsuniting.com/
mailto:nations.uniting@gmail.com
https://luther.wlu.ca/news/2022/Winter%202022/art-and-vespers.html
http://musicforthespirit.ca/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYodO6trjIiHtYO-y95LmxoIrC1_l6LWjUj
https://u9630289.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=DFkwTjG9iUvS4Q8dhiS-2Bb0TuD88XhUVpMNUpv1hvkrGjgYwBrzieEwN-2FPrEcq3D2TgivBGu88wHLsWYSwulq8AOu0GxSWuJgZz0M27hByZw-3DjZC1_jnWhFC6OwHN6nIa-2FjDIHau5S6gpEGz74avZtsNX5s04XoBIGUX9JcQerHBCLtHss033dR60xayUwmOaZebunG-2Fdz0cDskUsAe3Kov4dFexYRWHaUlWtJd1jHH1sS1a5gEc8PSrYic1PfJ-2FXYdOmp5s82C68qf3Y-2FNDG5XnBwla3qojkNYh426hiqYOr9eTnWZBNfNuf-2FYHp-2FTAsRHjuK9CF3br70-2BrISqQCJj-2BAu45ZhinsKH5uCJx4QcvaIN-2FAnlgn55MprYvWl1XcrVbrv4AczD5VN0PKStzZhKNMDcScYxOkb1dv8vdhjR4pLSz4CPErUr3jfrEM9ubwjfQmCL3BSGM1pUM2D-2F0pP-2Fak0YA2j6o9M63v8tQKYUt36T-2B3k2-2BHsO1NL1i4Dk5GTAol-2FjNfVV9m-2FhpADCbU5hyp7M18-3D
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/february-9-2022-virtual-tour-of-the-former-mohawk-institute-residential-school/
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/february-23-2022-virtual-tour-of-the-former-mohawk-institute-residential-school/
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/march-9-2022-virtual-tour-of-the-former-mohawk-institute-residential-school/


e. Feb 11-13 Online Retreat: "The Cost of Colonialism, the Joy of Jubilee" with Steve
Heinrichs, Mennonite Church Canada’s director of Indigenous-Settler Relations. If
dispossession is the fundamental breach of the Indigenous-settler relationship, what
biblical resources can address that? Could old memories spur significant reparative
action? Thanks for bringing it to our attention, Henriette Thompson.

f. Feb 17, 1p.m. EST Indigenous Peoples, Food Safety and Security and Climate
Change in Canada - National Collaborating Centre for Indigenous Health Webinar
registration here . Thank you, Mary Thompson.

g. Feb 18, 7-9p.m. The Story of Deskaheh and the Price of Sovereignty Who was
Deskaheh?  Here’s an intro to pique your interest: Chief Deskaheh was the first
Haudenosaunee citizen to travel on a Haudenosaunee Passport when, in 1923, he
traveled to Geneva to the League of Nations to make the case for better treatment
for his people by the Canadian (and US) governments. Want to learn more?
Register here .

h. Feb 18, 7p.m. Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen Lands, Strong Hearts This film and
follow-up discussion delves into the devastating effects of this edict including the
impact of residential schools and what we need to know about reconciliation. To
register contact Steinmann Mennonite Church at 519-634-8311 or
office@smchurch.ca.  Thank you, Catherine Bowman.

i. Feb 26 starting at 9a.m. Chiefswood Park Pack Basket Workshop

j. Mar 30, 7p.m. Sanderson Centre, Brantford The Mush Hole Theatrical Dance
performance by Santee Smith - very powerful. Further detail and tickets here.

k. Lots of other events online through Eventbrite

l. In case you missed it….
interesting andThe Creators Game - A Discussion with Author Allan Downey

engaging stories about the history of Lacrosse and the colonization of the game. Six
Nations of the Grand River has a world class Lacrosse team as you likely know.

4. Good Reads, News and Views
a. Doctrine of Discovery resources*:

i. An extensive collection of videos and other educational resources about the
Doctrine of Discovery from various denominations and organizations.

ii. Podcast that can be found here.
*From the Dismantling of the Doctrine of Discovery Coalition

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAjOCHf4okw&t=708s
https://u9630289.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=DFkwTjG9iUvS4Q8dhiS-2Bb9BtsGV8e31cp-2B8qpPyTkXv-2FetpFhi-2BsEbGlro8TD9cp6SPYTmo-2FemT1O4zR75FVBW3qdzCwon5vtHO3BZoyXQSksJLbZhSp1zSDLI7WjTEk8BWeeMXFQ0PUMuw-2Fs-2FQDjjl7mOjsqlWwy61wpgAFjtydi5h8uVF3Ng8x2b4U8gzPH5aVbRIpd-2Bffks00tK1rRh593to3kdpi1XEKOSNk8lyu01ZAoydT5PmwKIuE9t22tc_L_jnWhFC6OwHN6nIa-2FjDIHau5S6gpEGz74avZtsNX5s04XoBIGUX9JcQerHBCLtHss033dR60xayUwmOaZebunG-2Fdz0cDskUsAe3Kov4dFexYRWHaUlWtJd1jHH1sS1a5gEc8PSrYic1PfJ-2FXYdOmp5s82C68qf3Y-2FNDG5XnBwla3qojkNYh426hiqYOr9eTnWZBNfNuf-2FYHp-2FTAsRHjuK9CF3br70-2BrISqQCJj-2BAu45ZhinsKH5uCJx4QcvaIN-2FAnlgn55MprYvWl1XcrVbrv4NVTBtKyzHOKFMcnZr8MNK74TFIWKQkdMocFqLwQh22WG6Lp0Y2aOhPh02at2E9J8k2R11aB4Pfww6MWldajwVqP-2BKlcIX7eI1Rye-2FUWruBTt-2Fs0n1gjcgglpKpRxST1ElNomjLZXyX78Q5cNVDfJ2c-3D
https://unbc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uqZ2626JT3K4topejp31MQ
https://unbc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uqZ2626JT3K4topejp31MQ
https://www.facebook.com/events/614591983122680
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdOCvqT8oGdQfUAOhQ7P8yyY_mfWre0LF?fbclid=IwAR0bKsn9voK3BLeCeWtiPrsCiL6vz171oYWYVcAyH3Q8p8esxmimOI_rHSc
mailto:office@smchurch.ca
https://www.facebook.com/events/652645752524268
https://www.facebook.com/events/954352505185097
https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1449&fbclid=IwAR0474CUhQu3fwFS99mw2Hb9uG720MRH8VBeOSxhehiTBELHoL6LLavx_e8
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/online/indigenous/?q=Indigenous&mode=search
https://u9630289.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=DFkwTjG9iUvS4Q8dhiS-2Bb120GZlFaGzw2jDctXBuwWEIDBM6ezDAdd4HYFkvGtZqHJAE3-2Bn5hXf8MHMvSMDUYRZDiplsfrV8OZVRiL47HzeZAah94lF1PR-2B6AaVLbFMP56ngrqb2tEODekuCprtvTA-3D-3DMrbS_jnWhFC6OwHN6nIa-2FjDIHau5S6gpEGz74avZtsNX5s04XoBIGUX9JcQerHBCLtHss033dR60xayUwmOaZebunG-2Fdz0cDskUsAe3Kov4dFexYRWHaUlWtJd1jHH1sS1a5gEc8PSrYic1PfJ-2FXYdOmp5s82C68qf3Y-2FNDG5XnBwla3qojkNYh426hiqYOr9eTnWZBNfNuf-2FYHp-2FTAsRHjuK9CF3br70-2BrISqQCJj-2BAu45ZhinsKH5uCJx4QcvaIN-2FAnlgn55MprYvWl1XcrVbrv4IvfZOhmketxqjP-2FsFjT6WisQV9OqBUhuLfvLOMBbnP3A5BT4-2F6LAoSCbiI8-2BI-2FmBXnb9tTImVzZz40CzWzIr-2FBm7ec5N6Yxc6rfuqXLszE4rFd9qibT0svJu57YG6RO4OWr0CkTsI7kjVixCbygo-2Fs-3D
https://anabaptistworld.org/podcast-latest/dismantling-the-doctrine-of-discovery-podcast/?blm_aid=6642694
https://dofdmenno.org/

