

April 24, 2025		DJ 	25-1
     
Discipleship and Justice (Mission and Discipleship) Commission
Horseshoe Falls Regional Council
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
Supports, Connects, Empowers Communities of Faith
Minutes
2025/04/24 at 6:30 pm via Zoom
Roster:  Sula Anne Kosacky , Joe Hopkins, Jake Girton, Geof Thompson. Lahring Tribe, Irene Ty, Parker Neale, Jess Swance, Donalee Williams
[bookmark: _Hlk122601516]Staff Support: Kathy Douglas - Minister, Faith Formation
[bookmark: _Hlk65658822]		Thérèse Samuel - Minister, Right Relations and Social Justice
		John Egger - Minister, Social Justice
		Krista Ford – Finance Administration
Greg Smith-Young
Brenna Baker
Present	Lahring Tribe, Kathy Douglas, Krista Ford, Sula Anne Kosacky, John Egger, Jake Girton, Therese Samuel, Jess Swance, Irene Ty
1) Acknowledgement of the Land/Territory;  Sula
2) Opening Prayer/Worship; Sula
3) Establishing/reminder of Equity Monitor and Pastoral Presence for our meeting(s) – Jake offered to serve in this role for the meeting
4) Approval of Agenda for April 24th 2025
MOTION by Lahring Tribe and Jake Girton that the Horseshoe Falls Regional Council Discipleship and Justice commission approve the agenda for April 24th 2025 as circulated.
MOTION							Carried

5) Approval of Minutes from March 20th 2025 meeting
MOTION by Jess Swance and Lahring Tribe that the Horseshoe Falls Regional Council Discipleship and Justice commission approve the minutes of the March 20th 2025 meeting as circulated.
MOTION							Carried

6) Funds available (As recorded in Events and Meetings Funds Tracking sheet in Dropbox)
a. Events Fund balance available as of the last meeting: $10,000
	2025 Events Budget   
	$10,000   

	Description of Event/Program   
	Date   
Approved  
	Amount   
	Remaining   

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi    
(deferred from 2024,   
	Jan 23rd 2025
	$500.00   
  
	$9,500.00   

	Hyeran Kim Cragg Honorarium
	Jan 23rd 2025
	$175
	$9325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral support for UCC 360 event
	Jan 23rd 2025
	$50
	$9275.00

	Deposit for KAR event
	Feb 20th 2025
	$500
	$8775.00

	SJNORC
	March 20th 2025
	$1000
	$7775.00

	Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat
	March 20th 2025
	$700
	$7075.00

	Youth Forum Delegates
	April 24th 2025
	$900
	$6175.00

	Recognizing Disinformation Workshop
	April 24th 2025
	$175
	$6000.00

	TOTAL REMAINING:   
	   
	
	$6000.00



b. Meeting Fund balance available as of the last meeting: $3,000
	2025 Meetings Budget 

	Description of Expense or Adjustment 
	$3,000 

	 
	   


7) Record of Email Votes since the last meeting: None
8) Business Arising
a. Grant Recipient Updates Sula asked the commission if anyone has started with M&S Grant recipient follow ups, some people have reached out and are working on connecting but there are no reports to deliver yet.
9) Correspondence: 
a. Letter from Tri Regional Palestine Network  
A letter had been received by the commission from Lillian Patey on behalf of the Tri Region Palestine Network asking for support from the commission in terms of membership and reporting to the commission.
10) New Business: 
a. New Commission Chair needed - Next months meeting will be Sula’s last meeting as chair.  The question was asked if anyone wanted to take over that role.  Jake expressed interest in assuming the role

MOTION by Jess Swance and Lahring Tribe that the Horseshoe Falls Discipleship and Justice commission appoint Jake Girton as the new Chair of the commission.
MOTION						Carried

b. A request for funding to cover the cost of the Youth delegates to attend GC45 was submitted by Kathy.
MOTION: Moved by Lahring Tribe and Jake Girton that the Horseshoe Falls Regional Council Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $900 from the Events Budget for the shared cost of sending 6 Youth Forum Delegates to GC 45 in Calgary.
MOTION							Carried
11) Update on task group looking at Mission Support grant process
Lahring and John updated the commission on the new process and timelines that will be in place for M&S grants this year.  There have been several changes made which should make the process a little more efficient.

12) Reports:
a. Kathy  - Kathy had previously uploaded her report to Sharepoint for the commission members to read.
b. Therese – Therese report had previously been uploaded to Sharepoint, she offered a brief summary and offered to answer questions.
Therese also asked for funding for a Workshop being held June 24th.
MOTION:  Moved by Lahring Tribe and Jake Girton that the Horseshoe Falls Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $175 from the 2025 Events Budget for an online workshop called, “Recognizing Disinformation and Misinformation”, presented by the World Association for Christian Communication.    
MOTION                                                                 CARRIED  
c. John – no report
d. Lahring -  Lahring updated that the UCW AGM is happening on Saturday April 26th 2025
e. Other reports 

13)  Dinner Church – Sula had previously discussed the option of doing a Dinner Church, and a brief discussion on where and when something like this could take place was had.  The regional office in Hamilton was suggested, there is a full kitchen upstairs and dining table, or tables could be used in the meeting space on the lower level to eat. Sula will send out a doodle poll on possible dates for doing this at some point over the Summer.

14)  Next Meetings:  May 15th 2025 at 6:30
15) Equity report – All good from Jake
Closing Words – Sula offered closing words and adjourned the meeting.

HF D&J Priorities
Children & Youth
Chaplaincy
Social Justice


	
	
	



