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Prelude
Welcome
Good morning, friends. Welcome to worship. Whether you’ve come from habit, hope, grief, or determination, you are in the right place. This weekend, many of our clergy and lay representatives are gathered at the Antler River Watershed/Horseshoe Falls Bi-Regional Spring Meeting. So today as we worship here at home we worship connected: held in the same wide circle of the church. We carry our joys and our worries, our beautiful legacy and our honest questions about the future. Our scripture today takes us to a potter’s workshop, an ordinary place where clay meets water, pressure, patience, and possibility. We come trusting that God is meeting us in real time, reshaping us in love, and inviting us to turn toward one another for the sake of our neighbours. Let us worship.
Land Acknowledgement
[Use your congregation’s local Land Acknowledgement, spend time naming the Indigenous nations whose traditional land you gather on.]
Passing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Centring Time
Let’s take a moment to arrive. Feel the support of the chair/pew beneath you… the steadiness of the floor… the breath moving in and out.
If your heart is full, let it be full.
If your heart is tired, let it be tired.
If your heart is hopeful, let it be hopeful.
(Silence, 20–40 seconds)
Lighting the Christ Candle
We light this candle as a sign of Christ’s presence among us:
a light that finds us in the workshop of ordinary life,
a light that keeps shaping love into the world.
(Christ candle is lit)
Call to Worship 
One: Come, all who are weary and carrying a lot.
All: We bring our whole selves, tired, hopeful, and honest.

One: Come, all who are grieving what has changed.
All: We make room for what we have lost, and for what is still possible.

One: Come, all who wonder what will become of us.
All: We will listen for God’s voice, and for each other.

One: At the potter’s wheel, the clay is not thrown away.
All: In Love’s hands, we can be shaped again.

One: Come, connected people, saints of yesterday and disciples of tomorrow.
All: We come to worship, and to be made new.
Hymn Suggestions:
· Voices United 371 – “Open My Eyes, That I May See”
· More Voices 7 – “Gather Us In (Rassemble-nous)”
· Then Let Us Sing! 5 – “God Ever-moving”

Opening Prayer
Holy One, you meet us where life is real: in the workshop. Not expecting perfection, you meet us in practice; not expecting certainty, you meet us in faithful steps forward.
We bring our gratitude for the legacy carried in these walls and in these hearts: the prayers shared, the meals cooked, the visits made, the children taught, the hands held, the justice sought, the songs sung through seasons both beautiful and difficult.
We also bring our worry: for our congregation, for the wider church, for the communities we love, for the ways we feel smaller than we used to be.
Shape us again. Soften what has hardened in us. Strengthen what is hurting; protect what is tender. Bind us to one another in holy connection, that we might become a vessel fit for mercy and justice, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom love took flesh. Amen.
Special Music	
Family Ministry Moment
Prayers of the People
One: Holy One, you meet us where life is complicated, in the glory, wonder, and hardship of ordinary days. Hold us now in your steady presence.
All: Shape us in love; connect us in hope.
One: We pray for your church—near and far: for congregations that feel small, for leaders who are weary, for communities finding their way through change. Where we are discouraged, renew courage. Where we are isolated, weave connection.
All: Shape us in love; connect us in hope.
One: We remember with tenderness congregations that have closed, and the people who carry those stories. Bless what has been faithful. Receive what has ended. Keep their love alive in the world.
All: Shape us in love; connect us in hope.
One: We pray for congregations being re-formed: for new ministries, new partnerships, new ways to serve, and new leaders rising. Give imagination without rushing, and patience without giving up.
All: Shape us in love; connect us in hope.
One: We pray for our neighbours and our wider communities: for those who feel alone, for those living with illness or grief, for those facing poverty or violence, for those seeking safety, dignity, and home. Make us a vessel fit for mercy and justice.
All: Shape us in love; connect us in hope.
One: And now, Holy One, in this shared silence, we offer the prayers we have no words for, and the names we carry in our hearts…
[Silence]

One: Receive these prayers, spoken and unspoken, and keep shaping us together into a people of compassion for the sake of Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.

One: And now, with the whole church in every place and time, we pray the words Jesus taught:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Life and Work of the Church / Announcements
Invitation to Offering
Thank you all for the ways you give: your time, your care, your prayers, your presence, and your financial gifts. Through your generosity, ministry happens: worship is offered, neighbours are supported and compassion takes shape in real places.

If you are giving in person, an offering plate/basket is available [at the entrance / will be passed / at the chancel—adjust as needed].
If you give online, you may do so through [your congregation’s online giving link / e-transfer / website—insert details].
If you give through PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance), thank you—your steady giving is a faithfulness that holds the church through every season.

In all these ways, we offer what we can, trusting God to rework our gifts into blessing for the world.
Offertory Time 	
Prayer of Dedication
Holy One, receive all our gifts; given in many ways and in many methods. Take what we offer and shape it into mercy: for those who are hungry, lonely, or anxious; for those whose dignity is denied; for those who long for home, safety, and belonging. Make of us, and of what we give, a connected people, a vessel strong enough for truth, and tender enough for love. Amen.
Hymn Suggestions:
· More Voices 79 – “Spirit, Open My Heart”
· Voices United 716 – “My Life Flows On (How Can I Keep from Singing?)”
· Then Let Us Sing! 142 – “As a Parent Holds a Child” 

Prayer for Illumination
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh upon us. Open the scripture to us, and open us to the scripture. Where we feel stuck, rework us. Where we feel tired, renew us. Where we feel alone, connect us. Give us ears to hear what is true, and courage to live what we hear. Amen.
Scripture: 
 	Psalm 89:1–4, 15–18
 	Jeremiah 18:1-12

Message:  Not Managed From a Distance 			
Closing Hymn Suggestions:
· Voices United 333 – “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
· More Voices 85 – “Take, O Take Me as I Am” 
· Then Let Us Sing! 138 – “Let’s Go Together”

Benediction
Go now into the week ahead held in holy relationship. God is responding to your real life in real time: 
still shaping, still softening, still strengthening.
Turn toward one another. Stay connected. Honour legacy. Make room for newness. And become, together, a different vessel.
And may the love of Christ, the peace of the Spirit, and the steady, creative mercy of the Holy One
be with you and remain with you, now and always. Amen.
Postlude 
